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Following a rain-soaked spring that somehow lasted until mid-June, it only 
seems appropriate that we discuss one of nature’s most important 
resources: water. 
 

It can never be stressed enough how important it is for our state’s biggest 
asset to be maintained, and we can all do our part to ensure waterways and 
lakes are kept pristine for generations to enjoy for years to come. We are 

happy to support the OneWater campaign initiative being started by the Southeast Michigan 
Council of Governments, which has a goal of informing everyone of easy ways to not only 
keep the lakes clean but also all of the water line infrastructure clear as well. 
 

Some easy ways to ensure the pipes are clear and our infrastructure is free to move clean 
water effectively include: 

 Avoid flushing “flushable” wipes, it can clog sewer pipes! 

 Don’t rinse grease into your drains, it will cause blockage all through the pipes! 

 Keep fertilizer away from storm drains, it contaminates waterways! 

 Plant a tree; it can absorb lots of rainfall preventing runoff into storm drains! 

 Clean up after pets; keep their dirty business out of storm drains! 
 

We hope you will join us in supporting this great cause to help preserve our region’s precious 
waterways, and of course, save tax dollars by preventing damage to our water infrastructure! 

 

                        
                                                         
 
 

 

  

  

 
 

 

Happy New Year! 
 

Yes, I realize that it is actually Independence Day that we are 
celebrating on the 4th of July, but for the City, July marks the 
beginning of a new fiscal year. We formally adopted the new 
budget at our last meeting in May, but now, it becomes real. 
The 2019-20 budget reflects City Council’s desire to improve 
infrastructure and to enhance the services our residents expect 

and deserve.  

To that end, we’re allocating resources to equipment upgrades, road repairs, and 
improvements to our water and sewer system. 
 

The average taxable value of a Berkley home increased from $77,264 last year to 
$79,118 this year and our millage rate edged up – mainly due to the new 2 mill levy 
that our voters approved last November for Capital Improvement Projects. Even so, 
due to Headlee, the millage rate of 16.82 is still below the millage rate levied in 2016 
(16.97). In fact, the 2 mills approved in November will be rolled back before we even 
see the additional revenue (to 1.9612 mills). 
 

It’s a budget that has been years in the making. There have been many years in which 
capital improvements had to be pushed off or carried forward because we had other 
needs that needed to be prioritized. But this year we were finally in position to execute 
on those capital improvements. Aside from administration and council’s input, this 
budget reflects the hard work from our department directors and finance staff. Below 

are a few highlights from the new budget: 
 
                                                          (Mayor’s Message continued on page 2) 

July 2019 

                       Message from the Mayor 

Daniel Terbrack 

Stay Connected!    

If you want to receive the city 
newsletter, alerts related to water 
main breaks, snow events, road 
construction and other important 

notices, send your email address to: 
communications@berkleymich.net. 

Please put Newsletter Subscription in 
the subject line. 

 

Inside This Issue 

Message from the Mayor 

City Manager’s Office 

Public Works 

Parks and Recreation  

Historical Museum 

Library 

Downtown Development 

Authority  

 

Scheduled Meetings 

at Berkley City Hall: 

City Council 7 PM 

July 1st 

 

Planning Commission  

7 PM 

July 23rd   

ZBA 7 PM 

July 8th 

Watch City Council and 

Planning Commission 

meetings live on the city's 

website or on cable. (WOW-

ch. 10, Xfinity-Ch. 17). These 

meetings are also available, 

on-demand, on the city's 

YouTube channel 3-4 days 

after the meeting. 

                         City Manager’s Office 

                              Matt Baumgarten 

 

https://semcog.org/mionewater
mailto:communications@berkleymich.net
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Free Compost! Compost is available for residents (no contractors). The stockpile is located just outside the DPW yard on 
Beverly between Bacon and Phillips. 

Chipper Service:  Runs once a month starting the third Monday of each month. Please note the chipper service is for branches 
over 4' in length and over 2" in diameter. Smaller branches shall be placed in yard waste bags/cans for free weekly pick-up on 
garbage day. Please contact the DPW at 248-658-3490 to be placed on the chipper route. 

2019 Yard Waste Schedule: Yard waste collection information, including the full schedule, is posted on the City website and 
has been sent to all residents via utility bills. Free pickup of yard bags or labeled cans runs through November 30th (50 lbs. limit). 

Trash Toters:  96-gallon trash toters can be purchased for $60 each at the DPW. These are wheeled garbage cans, with 
attached lids, that are dumped mechanically by the City refuse hauler. 
 
Holiday trash schedule: Thursday, July 4th, is a holiday for the City's refuse and recycling contractor. As a result, Friday trash 
pickup that week will be delayed by one day to Saturday. There is no change to Tuesday pickup that week. 

It’s a WRAP: The City of Berkley is a participating community in the Water Residential Assistance Program (WRAP).  This 
program is designed to assist eligible, low-income customers with bill payment and water conservation measures. WRAP is 
administered by Wayne Metro Community Action Agency and OLHSA.  They can be reached at 313-386-9727 for program details 
and eligibility. 

Waste Wizard: Do you have a question about waste and what can be recycled? SOCRRA has a Waste Wizard tool on its website 
and an app is also available to download. Simply type in a question or key word regarding your household waste and the search 
engine will provide an answer and more details. 

 

If you have any questions, please refer to the City website at www.berkleymich.org or call the DPW at 248-658-3490. 

                                         Department of Public Works 

Mayor’s Message, continued from page 1 

 The City Council has budgeted $3.6 million in multiple infrastructure improvements throughout the City.  Water and Sewer 

improvements are budgeted at $2.2 million of this total without issuing any new debt to pay for the improvements. 

 The voter-approved millage for Capital Improvement Projects to repair and replace roads in Berkley will be levied at 

1.9612 mills and will generate $1,165,409 for road work to begin in the spring of 2020.  These funds will be part of a 10-

year plan to repair or replace the lowest rated roads in the city. 

 The City will utilize surplus funds in the Major Street and Local Street Funds to complete additional road repairs in 

conjunction with the Capital Improvement Project levy. 

 The City will commence demolition of the old ice arena and begin to discuss ideas of how to utilize the site in the future. 

 The City plans over $1.58 million in Capital Equipment replacement in the 2019-2020 Budget. This includes numerous 

Public Safety vehicles and DPW vehicles and equipment. 

 Continuing to monitor and fund our OPEB (other post-employment benefits) liabilities at a higher level than mandated.  

If you want to check out the entire budget, head over to 

http://www.berkleymich.org/departments/finance_treasury/documents.php. 

 
Enjoy the 4th, and please celebrate our Independence responsibly, and safely! (If you’re not sure what that means, visit 
http://www.berkleymich.org/alert_detail.php for the new regulations from the state). 

 

        
                                                         Berkley Street Art Fest 
 

The City of Berkley is being transformed into a giant canvas for the annual Berkley Street Art Fest on Saturday, July 13th from 11 am to 5 
pm. Coolidge between Catalpa and Wiltshire will be closed for the afternoon so that artists of all ages can create colorful street art. If 
you're feeling game, sign up to participate in the 2019 Chalk Artist Contest (berkleystreetartfest.com) for a chance to win prizes. 
Commissioned artist will create murals on buildings and other areas, while young children will have the opportunity to create their own art 
in the children's tent area. Plan to enjoy plenty of delicious food and loads of camaraderie and laughter. 
 

Presented by Vibe Credit Union and brought to you by the Berkley Area Chamber of Commerce, this is one event where you get to paint 
the town red ... or yellow or green! 

http://www.berkleymich.org/departments/public_works/docs/Public%20Works/pdf%202019%20Compost%20flyer.pdf
http://www.berkleymich.org/departments/public_works/wrap.php
https://www.socrra.org/
http://www.berkleymich.org/
http://www.berkleymich.org/departments/finance_treasury/documents.php
http://www.berkleymich.org/alert_detail.php
https://www.berkleystreetartfest.com/
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        City Offices 

Hours of Operation 

 
City Hall: 

Monday - Friday 
8:30 AM - 5 PM  

**Closed from 1 PM - 2 PM 
 

Department of Public Works:  
Monday - Friday 

7:30 AM to 3:30 PM 
 

Berkley Public Library  
Mon-Thurs: 10 AM - 8 PM 

Fri: 10 AM to 6 PM 
Sat: 10 AM to 3 PM 

Sun: Closed 
 

Community Center: 
Monday - Friday 

  8:30 AM to 5 PM 
  (call for evening and weekend hours) 

 

July Office Closures: 
Independence Day – July 4th 

In November 1974, Berkley opened its Ice Arena and a crowd of 600 showed up 
to check out the new building and skate. A federal grant of $428,000 was used 

toward paying for the arena. William Van Ette, president of the Berkley Hockey 
Association, called it "a great day for Berkley." This July, the building will face 

demolition. The Berkley Historical Museum has gone thru the facility and selected 
several important items, including the outside sign, to add to our collection. 

Watch for a nice display to be installed. 

 
 

The Berkley Historical Museum is 
located in the Historic Fire Hall, 3338 

Coolidge Highway. 
    

The museum is open to the public 
most Wednesdays from 10 am to 1 
pm and most Sundays from 2-4 pm. 

 

 

                          Historical Museum 

               What’s Up Downtown! 

 
         Join us at the Berkley Street Art Fest! 

 

Election Notes 
 

Here are some key election dates for local candidates interested in seeking office: 

 July 23rd: Candidates have until 4 pm to file nominating petitions. 
 July 26th: Candidates have until 4 pm to withdraw their names from the ballot. 

A final Downtown Master Plan interactive community workshop will take place on Saturday, July 13th, at the Berkley Street Art Fest. 
Join the DDA and its planning team from 11am to 2pm on Coolidge Highway and help create a moveable-mural for Downtown Berkley 
that celebrates the Master Plan. In addition to the mural, exhibits will outline the key goals and strategies of the Master P lan and how 
you can be involved in the implementation of the plan.  
 

The Berkley Downtown Development Authority (DDA) embarked on the process of creating of a new Downtown Master Plan in the fal l 
of 2018; the Master Plan will be an important policy document that will guide future investment and development activity with in the 
DDA district.  The DDA engaged The Lakota Group, a Chicago-based planning and urban design firm, and a team of consultants to 
complete the Master Plan.  
 

The process for developing the Downtown Master Plan has provided a unique opportunity for community residents and stakeholders 
to participate in the planning process and communicate their ideas regarding Downtown Berkley’s future.  
 

To learn more about the Downtown Master Plan and the process to date, visit BerkleyDowntownPlan.com. 
 

Hope to see you at the Art Fest! 
 
 
Want to learn more about our business district and the DDA? Visit us at DowntownBerkley.com 
 

 

http://www.berkleymich.org/explore_berkley/museum/index.php
https://www.berkleystreetartfest.com/
https://www.thelakotagroup.com/projects/berkley-downtown-plan/
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                                               Berkley Public Library 

 
                                 

 

 

ADULTS 

Origami Club at Berkley Library 

Monday, July 1st, from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm 
If you're interested in origami or are a seasoned folder, join 

us to learn and explore with like-minded individuals. 
 

An Introduction to Mindfulness Meditation 
Wednesday, July 3rd, at 6:30 pm 

Most people tend to live their lives with a wandering mind, 

worried or consumed by past or future events. This 
introduction to meditation tries to open up a world of the 

present moment, the most important time of our lives. We 
will start with a short introduction followed by a 30 minute 

guided, sitting meditation, then close the session with 
questions, answers and interesting experiences. Session led 

by Greg Sherburn.  
 

Afternoon Book Club 

Tuesday, July 9th, at 12:30 pm 
“Rules of Civility,” by Amor Towles 

 
Adventure in Liberia 

Thursday, July 11th, at 6:30 pm 
Adventure photographer David Mills shares an amazing 

photo slideshow program of his recent trip to Liberia. Join 
him as he takes us from the capital city of Monrovia to the 

deepest jungles and most remote villages. Hear miraculous 

stories about warlords, checkpoints, heatstroke, monkey 
meat, how he almost didn’t make it back alive, and more. 

 
TEENS 

 
T-shirt Upcycling with Teelightful Teesigns 

Wednesday, July 10th, at 1 pm 
Join the “maker movement” and upcycle your old t-shirts. 

No sew projects include scarves, dog toys, t-shirt jewelry, 

belts, skirts, hast, tassels, and more. Bring a few old t-shirts 
from home to transform. Register by calling (248) 658-3440 

or at http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar. 
 

Stranger Things Escape Room 
Monday, July 15th, from 5 pm to 8 pm (three sessions) 

Eleven is missing! Race against another team and the clock 
to solve the puzzles and find Eleven. Register by calling 

(248) 658-3440 or at 

http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar. 
 

Art for the Teen Room 
Tuesday, July 23rd, at 2 pm 

Help redecorate the Teen Room by contributing your own 
masterpiece to hang on the walls. Register by calling (248) 

658-3440 or at 
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

YOUTH 
 

Storytime dates at the Library 
Monday, July 1st, at 6:30 pm 

Tuesday, July 16th, at 6:30 pm 
Wednesday, July 24th, at 6:30 pm 

All ages welcome! No registration needed. 

 
Space Food 

Tuesday, July 2nd, at 6:30 pm 
Find out what astronauts eat in space and what it takes to 

eat in zero G! Register by calling (248) 658-3440 or at 
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar. 

 
Dinosaurs in Space 

Monday, July 8th, at 6:30 pm 

Did you know there have been dinosaurs in space? Paleo Joe 
will tell us all about it! Register by calling (248) 658-3440 or 

at http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar. 
 

Storytime in the Park 
Tuesday, July 11th, at 10 am 

Join us at Jaycee Park for a Storytime in the Park, co-hosted 

by Parks & Recreation! Jaycee Park is located at Webster, 
between Bacon & Phillips. No registration needed. 

 
Baffling Bill 

Thursday, July 18th, at 6:30 pm 
Baffling Bill returns with an out-of-this-world magic show! 

Register by calling (248) 658-3440 or at 
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar. 

 

4th Wall Theater Workshop 
Wednesday, July 24th, at 2 pm 

Have fun acting, singing, and dancing, and perform a mini 
play! Register starting on July 3rd by calling (248) 658-3440 

or at http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar. 

 

Aliens: Escape from Earth 

Tuesday, July 30th, at 6:30 pm 
The ScienceTellers will use science experiments and 

audience participation to tell the story of this alien 

adventure! Register starting on July 9th by calling (248) 
658-3440 or at 

http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar. 
 

 
Library hours are Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  For more information, call 248-
658-3440, visit www.berkleymich.org or find us on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/BerkleyPublicLibrary 
 

 

  

http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar
http://www.berkleymich.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BerkleyPublicLibrary/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
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SUMMER DAY CAMP 
 
Monday-Friday 8:45 am – 5 pm 
Kids Kamp, K-1st /Junior Kamp, 2nd-3rd /Senior Kamp, 
4th-5th/Teen Camp, 6th & up 
AM and PM extended times available / 3, 4, or 5 day 
camp options 

SPECIALTY CAMPS 
 
Kiddie Soccer Camp  July 8 – 12 
Paws, Claws & Hooves! Abrakadoodle (Beginner) 
July 8 – 12 

Paws, Claws & Hooves! Abrakadoodle (Advanced) 
July 8 – 12 
Sports Starters Camp         July 8 – 12 
Skyhawks Basketball Camp July 15 – 19 
Bricks4Kidz Jr. and Advanced Robotics Camp 
July 15 – 19 
Bricks4Kidz Jr. Super Heroes & Avengers Camp 
July 15 – 19 
Girls Jr. Volleyball Camp  July 15 – 19 
Girls Volleyball Camp  July 15 – 19 
Skyhawks Flag Football Camp July 22 – 26 
Self Defense and Safety Camp for Kids July 22 – 26 
Camp Oak Ventures  July 22 – 26 
Chess Wizards Camp Half or Full Day July 22 – 26 
Jr. High Boys Basketball Camp July 22 – 25 
Jump-A-Rama Cheer-Gymnastics Camp 
July 29 – August 2 
Skyhawks Golf Camp July 29 – August 2 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
Storytime in the Park 
10 am Tuesday, July 11th, at Jaycee Park 
 
SummerFest Jaycee Jamboree- Jaycee Park 
Date: July 18th Time: 6-8 pm 
Cost: FREE 

 

ADULTS 
 
CPR/AED/First Aid  
PiYo 
Self Defense for Women 
Yoga in the Park 
 
SENIORS 
 
Enhance Fitness Presented by Beaumont Hospital 
Tuesdays and Fridays, 9-10 am    Cost: FREE 
To register contact Beaumont Coordinator at 947-522-1133    
(Space is limited). 

Greektown Casino  
Date: July 17th Time: 10 am  
Cost: $10 

Polka Restaurant  
Date: July 25th Time: 11 am  
Cost: $6 

Chair Yoga 
Mondays & Thursdays  

Cost: Join current session for a prorated rate or do a drop-in for $8 
Time:  11 am to 12 pm 

YOUTH  
 
Self Defense for Children 

 

Visit Berkley.maxgalaxy.net to register for camps, programs, 
classes, and to view ongoing fitness classes that are available 
throughout the month. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

                               Parks and Recreation July Programs & Classes 

 

 
 

Senior Picnic- Jaycee Park  
Date: June 13th Time: 11:30 am – 1:30 pm 

Cost: FREE 

 
SummerFest Tot Lot Night- Tot Lot Park 
Date: June 18th Time: 5:00 – 7:00 pm  
Cost: FREE 

 
Community Garage Sale 

June 21-22 

Jaycee Jamboree 

July 18th Time: 6-8 pm 
Cost: FREE 
 

Movie in the Park (Oxford/Merchant 

Park 
August 1st Time: 6:30pm 

Cost: FREE 
 

Ice Cream Social 
August 21st Time: 5:30-7:30 pm 

Cost: FREE 

              SummerFest 2019 Events 

 

http://berkley.maxgalaxy.net/Home.aspx
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

30 July, 1 

Fireworks 

permitted until 

11:45 pm 

5:30 pm Origami 

Club at Library 

6:30 pm Story 

times at Library 

7 pm City 

Council Meeting 

2 

9 am Senior 

Classes: 

Enhance Fitness 

Fireworks 

permitted until 

11:45 pm 

6:30 pm Youth: 

Space Food 

3 
Fireworks 

permitted until 

11:45 pm 
6:30 pm Citizens 

Engagement 

Advisory 

Committee 
6:30 pm An 

Introduction to 

Mindfulness 

Meditation 

4 
City 

Offices/Library 

Closed - 

Independence 

Day 
Fireworks 

permitted until 

11:45 pm 
 

5 
9 am Senior 

Classes: 

Enhance Fitness 
Fireworks 

permitted until 

11:45 pm 

6 

7 8 
11 am Senior 

Classes: Chair 

Yoga 
6:30 pm Youth: 

Dinosaurs in 

Space 
7 pm Zoning 

Board of 

Appeals 
7 pm Tree Board 

Meeting 

9 
9 am Senior 

Classes: 

Enhance Fitness 
12:30 pm 

Afternoon Book 

Club 

10 
8:30 am DDA 

Meeting 
1 pm Teens; T-shirt 

Upcycling with 

Teelightful 

Teesigns 
6:30 pm 

Beautification 

Advisory 

Committee 

11 
10 am Youth: 

Storytime in the 

Park 
11 am Senior 

Classes: Chair 

Yoga 
6:30 pm 

Adventure in 

Liberia 

12 
9 am Senior 

Classes: 

Enhance Fitness 

13 
11 am 

Berkley Street 

Art Fest 

14 
4:00 pm Historical 

Committee 

15 
11 am Senior 

Classes: Chair 

Yoga 
5 pm Teens: 

Stranger Things 

Escape Room 

16 
9 am Senior 

Classes: 

Enhance Fitness 
6:30 pm Youth: 

Storytimes at the 

Library 

17 
10 am Senior 

Trips: Greektown 

Casino 
6:30 pm 

Technology 

Advisory 

Committee 
7 pm Library 

Board Meeting 

18 
11 am Senior 

Classes: Chair 

Yoga 
4 pm Couples 

Night Out 
6 pm Jaycee 

Jamboree 
6:30 pm Youth: 

Baffling Bill 

19 
8 am Berkley 

Chamber Chat 
9 am Senior 

Classes: 

Enhance Fitness 

20 

21 22 
11 am Senior 

Classes: Chair 

Yoga 

23 
9 am Senior 

Classes: 

Enhance Fitness 
2 pm Art for the 

Teen Room 
7 pm 

Planning 

Commission 

Meeting 

24 
2 pm Youth: 4th 

Wall Theater 

Workshop 
6:30 pm Youth: 

Storytimes at the 

Library 

25 
11 am Senior Trips: 

Polka Restaurant 
11 am Senior 

Classes: Chair 

Yoga 
6:30 pm 

Environmental 

Advisory 

Committee 

26 
9 am Senior 

Classes: 

Enhance Fitness 

27 

28 29 
11 am Senior 

Classes: Chair 

Yoga 

30 
9 am Senior 

Classes: 

Enhance Fitness 
6:30 pm Youth: 

Aliens: Escape 

from Earth! 

31 1 2 3 

  

 

                 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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